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OT502 
Grammar and Readings in Hebrew 
January 2003 - A Three Hour Tour 
Enrollment Limit: 35 
Prerequisites: OT501 
Instructor: John H. Choi 
John_Choi@asburyseminary.edu 
Office: AD304C, 858-2153 
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 2:00-4:00 
 
1. Course Description 
This course is designed to build on the knowledge of Hebrew phonology, morphology and syntax 
developed in OT501 (Survey of Biblical Hebrew). Emphasis is placed on mastery of morphology for 
the purpose of developing basic reading skills in Biblical Hebrew. 
 
2. Course Objectives 
2.1 To master the elements and subtleties of Hebrew phonology.  
2.2 To determine the range of function based on word formation - morphology.  
2.3 To further develop knowledge of the Hebrew verbal system, as well as the forms and 
uses of the verbal derived stems.  
2.4 To gain facility in using a standard Hebrew-English Lexicon (BDB), theological 
dictionaries and reference grammars.  
2.5 To develop basic skills in reading and translating Biblical Hebrew.  
2.6 To distinguish the basic differences between Hebrew prose and poetry.  
 
3. Course Procedures and Requirements 
 3.1 As with any language course, attendance is an essential aspect of this course. Regular 
attendance is required. Three unexcused absences will be allowed for the term. Any unexcused 
absences beyond this will result in the loss of one grade increment in the final grade (from B to B-).  
 3.2 At the end of each session, students will receive an assignment to complete before the 
next session. Full participation in and timely completion of these assignments is important in order 
to obtain the goals of this course. Students should be prepared each day to discuss the assigned 
exercises or readings by the beginning of each class. Assignments will be collected to determine their 
completion. Late assignments will be deducted 25% for each calendar day it is late, and will be 
returned with no comments. Late assignments will not be accepted after the fourth day. The 
completion of all assignments is a requirement for passing this course.  
 3.3 Team-work and collaboration among students is highly encouraged for this course. 
However, please take care that all work submitted is your own. For more information, please refer to 
the seminary's policy on academic integrity, posted on the Intranet.  
 3.4 In the event of an emergency, it is the student's responsibility to notify the instructor as 
soon as possible. Absences or work submitted late will be considered unexcused unless notice is 
given.  
 3.5 There will be weekly quizzes during the term (see schedule below). They will cover 
vocabulary, as well as major grammatical forms covered during the lectures.  
 3.6 Throughout the course, we will read selected passages from the Old Testament. The fial 
six class sessions will be devoted solely to reading and discussing certain texts. The student will be 
asked to prepare a translation of the passage, to identify significant grammatical forms or textual 
issues within the text, and be prepared to discuss the text each session. Because reading covers such 
a large portion of the course, proper and consistent preparation will be a significant portion of the 
grade. The student should be prepared for each class period to present a translation of the passage, 
as well as to identify and discuss significant forms within the passage. Lack of preparation will lead 
to loss of grade. Students will also be asked to submit translations of the passage, or notes used in 
translation.  
 3.7 The final exam will consist of an in-class reading exam. Students will be asked to provide 
a translation of a passage from the Old Testament, as well as the parsing of significant verbal forms 
within that passage.  
 
4. Course texts 
 4.1. Required texts 
Arnold, Bill and John Choi. A Guide to Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Cambridge: Cambridge University  
Press. Forthcoming.  
 
Brown, Francis, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs. A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old  
Testament. Oxford: Oxford, 1907; reprint, Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1979. 
 
Elliger, K., and W. Rudolph. Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft,  
1967-77. 
 
Scott, William R. A Simplified Guide to BHS. Berkley, Calif.: BIBAL, 1987. 
 
Seow, C. L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew. Rev. ed. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 
 
 
4.2 Recommended Texts: 
Armstrong, Terry, Douglas Busby, and Cyril Carr. A Reader’s Hebrew-English Lexicon of the Old  
Testament: Four Volumes in One. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1989. 
 
Ludiwg Koehler and Walter Baumgartner. Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. Two  
Volume Study Edition. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill. 2001.  
 
Baker, David and Elaine Heath. More Light on the Path. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker. 1999 
 
George Landes. Building Your Hebrew Vocabulary: Learning Words by Frequency and Cognate. Atlanta, GA:  
Society for Biblical Literature. 2001 
 
5. Course Evaluation 
The grade is calculated on the following factors: 
Assignments    30% 
Class Participation/Daily Readings 10% 
Quizzes    30% 
Final Exam    30% 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Course Schedule 
 
 
 
Date Topic and Quiz Schedule Reading 
2/11 Piel Perfect/Hiphil Perfect (15/16)  
 
Quiz – Vocab 15 
Seow 173-
192 
2/18 Perfect with Object Suffixes (17); Qal Synopsis I 
 
Quiz - Forms of the Piel/Hiphil Perfect; Vocab 16 
Seow 193-
204.  
2/25 Qal Synopsis I (cont) (19-23) 
Weak Qal Impf; Impf with Object Suffxies; Volitives, Waw Consecutives, Infinitives.  
 
Quiz –Parsing of Suffixed Forms; Vocab 17 
Seow 214-
264 
(Selections) 
¾ Qal Synopsis II (19-23);  
Weak Qal Impf; Impf with Object Suffxies; Volitives, Waw Consecutives, Infinitives.  
 
Quiz Vocab 18/19; Short Translations 
Seow 214-
264 
(Selections) 
3/11 Piel Imperfect/Numbers  
 
Quiz Vocab 20 
Seow 264-
274 
3/18 Numbers/Hiphil Imperfects 
 
Quiz –Vocab 21; Parsing Qal Forms 
Seow 274-
288 
3/25 Niphal Forms (26) 
 
Quiz – Vocab 22; Hiphil and Piel Forms. 
Seow 288-
297 
4/1 Hithpael Forms (27)/Other Derived Stems (30) 
 
 
Quiz Vocab 23/24  
Seow 298-
307; Seow 
328-333. 
4/15 Geminate Verbs (28)/Pual and Hophal Forms (29) 
 
 
Quiz - Vocab 25; Niphal and Hithpael Forms  
Jonah 1:1-3 (In-Class) 
Translation Assignment – Jonah 1:4-16. 
 
Seow 308-
327 
 
4/22 Reading 
 
Quiz – Vocab 26 
Translation Assignment - Jonah 2 
Scott, passim. 
4/29 Reading 
 
Quiz - Vocab 27, Parsing Quiz 
Translation Assignment – Jonah 3 
Reserve 
Readings  
5/6 Reading 
 
 
Quiz Vocab 28 
Reserve 
Readings 
Translation Assignment – Jonah 4 
5/13 Reading 
 
Quiz Vocab 29/30; Parsing Quiz 
No Assignments  
Reserve 
Readings 
5/19-23 Final Exam – In-Class Reading Exam 
Time and Date TBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
